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higher aim, have been criticised and condemned as these
others have never been. The accusation that they "made them
selves despots in order to extract from a down-trodden people
wealth to spend upon themselves" has been made of a family
whose liberality, in spending their private fortune 2S upon
matters for the public benefit, exceeded all that has been else-
where known in history. It was not the Florentines, but the
citizens of London and Paris, Lyons and Bruges, Genoa and
Venice, who supplied the income which the Medici spent, to
so limited an extent upon themselves, and to so large an
extent upon Florence.29 Nor will the assertion that they
"destroyed the liberties of Florence in older to exalt them-
selves into despots" continue to be tenable when theii rule
is compared with that set up at this same epoch by Louis
XI in France or by Henry VII in England, or when we note
that "the citizens of Florence enjoyed under the Medici a
fai greater degree of representative government than the peo-
ple of either France or England." Had not the Medici estab-
lished the kind of rule they did, the Pazzi, the Cappom, the
Strozzi, and others would have headed various factions, as
the Donati, the Cerchi, and the Albizzi had done before them;
and none of that internal peace and prosperity, that national
importance and cultured eminence, would have resulted
which Florence was so thankful to possess while it lasted,
and so proud to look back upon after it passed away.

Nor does a wider outlook fail to give evidence on the same
point. Throughout the greater part of the fifteenth century
the rule of the Medici, by its suppression of internal strife,
the consequent increase of weight in international politics,
and the powerful assistance given to Learning and Art, pro-
duced results to Florence which were the envy of all sur-
rounding states. And the failure of the latter to advance in
a similar way, both politically and in Art, has been directly
attributed to the absence of any family with the capacity
to do for them what the Medici did for Florence. Thus as
regards Art it has often been pointed out that up to the